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chinh cac phi doan nay cting chua cé du C-130 theo
bang cép so.

Két qua chi c6 mot s6 rat nho C-130A dugc bién
cai thanh AC-130A “Spectre’, va tat ca dugc st dung
vao viéc tuan tham vo trang doc dudng mon Ho Chi
Minh (cac tai liéu d€ lai khong noi c6 bao nhiéu chiéc).

Khong c¢6 C-130, cudi cung KQHK danh chon
chiéc Fairchild-Hiller C-119 Flying Boxcar, loai vén tai
co duy nhat “thang du” vao thoi diém dé vi khong con
dac dung trong cdng tac van chuyén. Cong viéc bién
cdi C-119 thanh AC-119 mang tén Dy an Gunship III
(Project Gunship III).

Thang 2/1968, hang Fairchild-Hiller bat dau cai
bién 26 chiéc C-119G thanh van tai vo trang AC-119G,
danh hiéu v tuyén “Shadow”. Cac AC-119G dugc trang
bi 4 6 minigun 7 ly 62 ki€u SUU-11A véi s6 lugng dan
ton trd trén phi co nhiéu hon, sé gia ting kha nang 25%
so v6i AC-47. Ngoai ra, con c6 nhiing thiét bi méi duge
dit trén phi co nhu den chiéu Xenon manh 20.000 watt,
hé théng quan sat dém, hé thong tha hoa chau LAU-
74A, hé thong dién t di€u hanh vi khi...

Thang 5/1968, chiéc AC-119G dau tién dugc trao
cho KQHK, t6i thang 11, Phi Doan 17 Bac Nhiém (17th
Special Operations Squadron: SOS-17) dugc thanh lap
tai Nha Trang, va nhiing van tai vo trang AC-119G ctia
ho da chinh thtic tham chién vao thang 1/1969. Noi
chung, AC-119G da 0 ra kha htiu hiéu, tuy nhién van
c6 mot s6 khuyét diém nhu bay cham, nang né, kho
diéu khién va chi c6 thé hoat dong (tui luc cat canh cho
t6i lac dap) toi da 6 tiéng dong ho.

Tiép theo, 26 chiéc C-119K dugc cai bién thanh
AC-119K. Tuong tu ki€u vén tai co C-123K Provider,
nhiing chiéc C-119K ciing dugc trang bi thém hai dong
co phan luc “J85 turbojet” gitip phi co cé kha ning cat
canh & phi dao ngan hon, ldy cao d6 nhanh hon, va gia
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tang trong tai mot cach dang ké.

AC-119K c6 danh hiéu vo6 tuyén “Stinger”, ngoai
4 dan minigun con dugc trang bi thém 2 dai bac 20 ly
va ra-da véi hé thong hong ngoai tuyén dé€ do tim muc
tiéu, nhdm vao cac doan xe vin tai cia CSBV thadm nhap
mién Nam. AC-119K dugc dat tai cac can cu khong
quéan Pa Nédng, Phu Cat va Phan Rang. (Chii thich 2)

Tré lai véi ndm 1969, khodng ntia ndm sau khi
thanh 1ap Phi Doan 17 Pdc Nhiém cho KQHK (véi
cac phi ca AC-119G), ngusi My bat dau chuong trinh
thanh lap phi doan van tai vo trang tht hai cho KQVN,
va két qua nghién ctiu cho thdy trong s6 cac phi co 6
thé cung cdp cho VN vao thoi diém do, C-119 van la
loai ly tudng nhat d€ bién cai thanh van tai vo trang.

DPiu nam 1971, Phi Doan 17 Piac Nhiém duogc
lénh dam trach chuong trinh huan luyén cac phi hanh
doan VN. Chuong trinh nay chia ra ba giai doan: dia
hudn, bay phi cu va ky thuat tac chién.

Trudc hét, cac phi hanh doan dugc tuyén chon dé
xuyén huén sé sang Hoa Ky tham dy mdt khoa hudng
dan vé bay C-119 tai cdn ct khong quan Clinton County
& Ohio. Sau khi t6t nghiép bay trén C-119, cac phi hanh
doan sé dugc huan luyén vé AC-119 tai can ct khong
quan Phan Rang. Thang 4/1971, ba phi hanh doan dau
tién tot nghiép trén AC-119G lam 1é man khoa.

Viéc dao tao phi hanh doan va chuyén vién
ky thuét tién hanh rat tot dep, cac phi co AC-119G
“Shadow” va thiét bi bao tri dugc lan lugt chuyén giao
cho Phi Poan 819 “Hic Long” ctia KQVN vtia dugc
thanh lap.

Ngay 24/9/1971, Phi Poan 17 Pac Nhiém ban
giao nhiing chiéc AC-119G cudi cung ctia ho cho phia
VN, ciing la ngay Phi Poan 819 chinh thtic nh4n lanh
hét trach nhiém yém trg ndi dia, d€ cac “Stinger” (AC-
119K) cua Hoa Ky c6 thé tap trung nd luc vao viéc san
lung, tdn cong dich trén dudng mon H6 Chi Minh.
Trong Mua Heé D¢ Liia 1972, cac Hac Long da gép phan




